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PRESBYTERIAN 
>>> JOURNAL::: 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 





statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which qas once for 


all deliver aR = saints 
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STRONG PREACHERS 


“STRONG PREACHERS HAVE EVER BEEN BIBLE PREACHERS. 
THE OLD REFORMERS) DREW THEIR WEAPONS FROM THE 
HEAVENLY ARMORY. THE SERMONS OF BUNYAN,. AND BAX- 
TER, AND FLAVEL, AND MEN OF THEIR STAMP, WERE FULL OF 
GOD—INSTINCT WITH LIVING DOCTRINES. THEIR VERY GARB 
WAS AFTER THE SCRIPTURE PATTERN. WHITEFIELD, AS A 
CUSTOM. READ THE BIBLE WITH HENRY’S COMMENTARY. 
DAY BY DAY. ON HIS KNEES. PRAYING OVER EVERY SEN- 
TENCE, LINE AND WORD. EDWARD AND DAVIES WERE MIGHTY 
IN THE SCRIPTURES. OF CHALMERS, IT HAS BEEN SAID, THAT 
HIS SERMONS ‘HELD THE BIBLE IN SOLUTION.” PREACHERS 
WHO SATURATE THEIR SERMONS WITH THE WORD OF GOD 
NEVER WEAR OUT. THE MANNA WHICH THEY BRING IS PURE. 
AND SWEET. AND FRESHLY GATHERED. IT NEVER CLOYS. 
GOD'S WORD IS DEEP, AND HE WHO STUDIES IT WILL EVER | 
HAVE SOMETHING NEW. HE WILL NEVER BE DULL, FOR THE | 
WORDS OF THE BIBLE ARE STRONG, LIVING WORDS, AND ITS | 
IMAGES AND DESCRIPTIONS ARE VERY FLOWERS OF ELE- 
GANCE. APT CITATIONS CLINCH THE PASSAGES OF THE 
PREACHER’S DISCOURSE, AND GIVE SANCTION, DIGNITY. POS- 
ITIVENESS, AUTHORITY TO IT. AND THEY SHED LIGHT ON HIS 
SUBJECT. LIKE WINDOWS IN HOUSES.” Fish. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Pulpit And 
Unbelief 


The other day a prominent member of another 
denomination, an editor, asked me: ‘““What is the 
mattey with the preachers today—they do not 
preach uke they used to preach?” And a few days 
later another earnest Christian asked me: “Why 
does Dr. Soandso never preach a sermon that would 
cause a man to want to accept Christ?” | am a 
preacher and these questions stirred up some other 
questions, Can it be that preachers themselves are 
to blame for much of the unbelief of today? “Lord, 
is it 1?” Have | been faithful and true as a herald 
of the Cross? Have I warned the wicked? Have | 
put a stumbling block in his way? Have | “rightly 
divided the Word of God?” Have I preached 
Christ as the only Redeemer? Have I read to my- 
self the admonitions and warnings recorded in Eze- 
kiel and Jeremiah against preaching “another gos- 
pel ?”’ Or have I been unto them “‘a very lovely song 
of one that hath a pleasant voice and can play well 
on an instrument; for they hear thy words, but they 
do them not.” What was the matter with the pro- 
phets then—now? May it not be true that chronic 
unbelief is caused by failure to mention sin, and 
sins, in the pulpit and will cause man to ask these 
questions—or to be disinterested that he will not 
ask them and lapse into unbelief? Christ Himself 
said: “I, if 1 be lifted up from the earth will draw 
all men unto me.” When we offer the “principles” 
of Christ or His “way of life,” will they draw all 
men to Christ? Have we left Christ out of His 
own Gospel? It is a terrible thing to trace unbelief 
to prophet or pulpit. If a man applies for member- 
ship in my Church I ask him if he accepts the 
“principles of Christ and the way of His life,” is 
that man a saved man and a Christian? Again we 
hear Christ saying: “If ye believe not that I am 
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He, ve shall die in your sins.” And so we go on 
preaching and no soul is shaken, no conscience 
stirred, no heart satisfied. Again we read: “I be 
lieve, therefore have | spoken.” It is with the heart 
that we believe. But if we are dumb or indistinct, 
we leave men in unbelief—and it becomes chron 


These are some of my thoughts. These questions 
should lead to heart-searching and closeting with 
the Holy Spirit. For the pulpit is the way to the 
Cross and the Cross is our sure and only hope ot 
getting out and away from the “wrecks of time.” 
Amidst all our conferences let us not fail to have 
such a conference to “enlighten our hearts and 
minds in the knowledge of Christ.” —C.T.C. 





DANGER AHEAD!!! 
Is a great tragedy unfolding here in America? 


It is pleasant to think of all change in terms of 
progress but such is not the case, for history, both 
secular and sacred, is replete with the records of 
nations which have risen to great heights, only t 
lose their prestige and power. 


The Bible tells of the rise of Israel, chosen and 
blessed of God. But Israel sinned against God and 
in sinning passed out from beneath His protecting 
prov idence. 


But what of so-called Christian nations? At on 
time Germany was a fortress of the Christian fait] 
but in the last century rationalism took over in tl 
great universities and Higher Criticism largely di 
stroved evangelical Christian faith, with the trag 
fruits which brought on World War I and the 
World War II. True, God did not leave Himse 
without a witness throughout these bleak years 1 
war and destruction, for there has been a remnar! 
of true believers, but the great Christian witness «! 
Germany was destroyed. 
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oday England is practically a pagan country. 
Less than 10 percent of her people are associated 
with any Church. Not more than 5 percent ever 
ittend church services. Her em, ire but a figment of 
the past, she is shorn of iniernatiot.al power and 
prestige; why all this? England also has left her 
God and worshipped at the shrines of pleasure and 
materialism, while her spiritual leaders have largely 
succumbed to the theological liberalism, or indiffer- 

which destroy both vital Christian preaching 

living. 


But you say: “Things are much better here in 
America: our statistics show that we are far ahead 
of either England or the European Continent in 

interest in religion.” 


Yes, thank God, things are vastly better here; 
but the very same things which destroyed Israel, 
and Germany, and England, are at work here in 
America. 


It is our conviction that the life of a nation is 
inexorably wrapped up in its attitude to God and 
His Word. But, one can not honor God and at the 
same time dishonor His Word. Here in America 
today we find the critical viewpoint of the Bible, 
which paved the way for the destruction of Ger- 
many and the collapse of England, not only being 
welcomed with open arms in our Christian institu- 
tions but also becoming, in an increasing degree, 
the prevailing attitude to the Scriptures. 


The accepted procedure is to lay down a barrage 
against the doctrine of plenary inspiration. “Errors” 
in the Bible are cited, which are not errors at all. 
Other difficulties are presented which are in no way 
insurmountable and which have been satisfactorily 
faced in repeated generations of the past. At the 
same time, for one to take a stand for the full in- 
spiration of the Scriptures is to invite ridicule, even 
possible reprisals. Men who attack the Bible are 
protected, while those who would affirm its com- 
| 


plete reliability may find themselves facing ecclesi- 


astical pressures which are hard to take. 


Ihe battle is not primarily a quibbling over the 
accuracy, or otherwise, of words, It is not the words 
which are being held in question; rather if is the 
doctrines these words so explicitly express, 


C. S. Lewis, writing of the attacks on St. Paul 
nd his theology, savs truly: ‘““The attack on 
St. Paul was really only a stage in the revolt 
ayainst Christ.”’” So today, the attacks on the full 


inspiration of the Scriptures are actually attacks 
on the doctrines the Scriptures contain. The pre- 
existent Christ; the Virgin Birth; the miracles of 
Christ; His vicarious atonement; His actual resur- 
rection; His coming again; the reality of the lost 
state of the unrepentant sinner; Heaven; Hell; 
these and other doctrines are being increasingly held 
In question, 


The one thing against which Satan cannot stand 
is the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. He 
fears it more than all else and he has no way to 
cope with it other than to discredit its truthfulness. 
Is he in the process of a great triumph here in 
America today? Are the seeds of national destruc- 
tion to be found in the growing unbelief in the 
complete trustworthiness of the Scripture record? 


The writer does not presume to know but he has 
the strong conviction that Christians, ministers of 
the Word in particular, owe it to themselves, their 
ministry and their God, to, on their knees, ask the 
Holy Spirit to show them whether the revelation 
we have 18 the Word of God, or whether it merely 
contains the word of God? 


If it truly is the Word of God, then how serious 
the consequences for all concerned, if we treat it 


—L.N.B. 


otherwise! 


The Surrendered Will 
‘THE GATEWAY To 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


Is not the gateway to Christian service to be 
found in the attitude of a surrendered will? Paul’s 
immediate reaction to his experience with Christ on 
the Damascus road was: “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” Can we do less? 


Self-will can easily be involved in an offer for 
‘full-time’ Christian service. It is too easy to 
choose our own way of service to God, but, it may 
be that He would have us serve Him in some other 
capacity. 


Ambition, pride, these and many other unworthy 
motives, can hamper, and even frustrate, God's 
plan for us. 


The gateway to truly fruitful service is surely 
one of offering one’s self to our Lord, asking Him 
to take us and to use us in His own way. It may be 
in a place of obscurity. It may be a work which in- 
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rewards by 
worldly standards. But, if it is the place of God’s 
choosing then it is the place of certain blessing and 


volves danger, hardship, and few 


usefulness. 


Not only do young Christians need to offer their 
lives in service, according to God’s will and plan 
for them. but all of us need to offer our daily lives 
to be lived according to His all-wise design. 


The gateway to service is to be found in the atti- 
tude of Samuel of old: “Speak, Lord; for thy ser- 
vant heareth.”’ 


It is not as easy as one might think. Try it! 


-L.N.B. 


AN OPEN LETTER 


Decatur, Ga., July 6, 1953. 


Dr. H. Ray Anderson, 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Dear Doctor: 

Thank you very much for your gracious courtesy 
in sending me a copy of Dr. Kelso’s Sermon on the 
significant theme, “‘Kingship Of Jesus Christ,” as 
given in The United Presbyterian. 


In addition to this treatment of the Kingship or 
Lordship of Christ over every individual believer, 
there is a great Presbyterian tradition which recog- 
nizes His Kingship over His body, the Church. In- 
deed, the distinct existence of the United Presby- 
terian Church springs from the fact that this sole 
Kingship of Christ over His Church was not always 
or sufficiently recognized in the Kirk of Scotland. 
In my opinion, several of the separations that have 
marked the Presbyterian line in America come 
from the same lack of full and continuous recogni- 
tion that He is the only King and the sole Lawgiver 
in Zion. If we are to have a union of Presbyterian 
bodies that does not invite other schisms, then our 
history calls on us to give full recognition to this 
sole Kingship of Christ not only over the individual 
but also over the corporate existence of our Pres- 
byterian Church. 


For example, in 1637 the worshippers in St. Giles 
objected to a high ritual that seemed to them the 
mass, because it was put in by King Charles I rather 
than provided by King Jesus in His Word. In 1638, 
they deposed “the pretended bishops and arch- 
bishops” because that was a set of officers provided 
by the earthly Crown in violation of the exclusive 
Crown Rights of Jesus Christ over His Church. 
Following this there was the Westminster Assembly 
called to reform the Church of Great Britain that 
it might conform to Holy Scripture, the Word of 
the King, in doctrine, worship, government and dis- 
cipline. If you will turn to our Book of Church 
Order, Par. 10, you will find that this paragraph 
follows the purpose for which the Westminster As- 
sembly was called. 


The Preface of The Form of Presbyterian 
Church Government adopted by the Westminste1 
Assembly of Divines is a magnificent statement of 
Christ’s Kingship over His body, the Church. This 
is reproduced as Paragraph 8 of our Book of 
Church Order. 

The substance of our Paragraph 9, B.C.O., goes 


+ 


back to the Second “Buik’”’ of Discipline adopted 
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by the Kirk of Scotland about 1580, Paragraphs 
10-11-12-13, which speak of Christ as “the only 
spiritual King and Governor of His Kirk,” “hearing 
the voice of Christ the only spiritual King and | 
ing ruled by His laws,” “the only Head and Mon- 
arch of the Kirk.”’ “For it is Christ’s proper office 
to command and rule His Kirk universal, and every 
particular Kirk, through His Spirit and word, by 
the ministry of men.’ There is an echo of this 
the 1952 Pian of Union, Page 112. But the mea 
ing of the sentence is radically changed by the 
sertion of the word and before the reference to t! 
ministry of men. The sense of the Second Buik ar 
of our B.C.O. is that Christ rules by His Spirit and 
Word as men preach that Word and govern acco) 
ing to it. In the 1952 Plan the ministry of men b 
comes co-ordinate with the Word and Spirit so that 
the Plan alleges, in effect, that Christ is governing 
by the ministry of men even when these men do 
not limit their words and acts to the Word, the ir 
strument the Spirit has formed for His own use. 


Closely connected therewith in our thought is 
the fact that the 1943 Plan of Union, Page 84, 
Paragraph numbered 9, reproduced Paragraph 19 
of our Book of Church Order and declared that the 
exercise of ecclesiastical power has the divine sanc- 
tion when in conformity with the statutes enacted 
by Christ the Lawgiver, and when put forth by ju- 
dicatories or by officers appointed thereunto in His 
Word (emphasis supplied). The omission of this 
paragraph from the subsequent Plan of Unio1 
looks to us like a further retreat from the recog- 
nition of the full and unique Kingship of Christ 
over His Church. If that is not the significance of 
this withdrawal, why may not this paragraph b: 
restored? A restoration of it would be more con- 
vincing than any reasons offered for its deletion. 


There was no objection to the acceptance of the 
Westminster Standards for fear that it would mean 
the arbitrary rule of men. The Westminster Di- 
vines, however, petitioned Parliament for thei 
adoption averring that they were setting up, not 
the rule of men, but of God Whose rule in Christ is 
gracious, not arbitrary. The sheets you enclosed 
from The United Presbyterian record their first 
American Communion Service 200 years ago. At 
about that same time in Scotland the Kirk of Scot- 
land was deposing Thomas Gillespie because he 
would not obey the rule of the majority which com 
manded him to help install Andrew Richardson the 
nominee of the lay patron against the will of th: 
congregation. He said for him to do that would be 
to sin. They said do it anyway. At that time, about 
1750, the leader of the Evangelicals in the Ki 
was John Witherspoon. In order to prevent a reps 
tition of the Gillespie story, Witherspoon wrot« 
into your Preliminary Principles, Paragraph 7 
(1953 Plan of Union, Page 111), thus: “That the 
Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and mar 
ners; that no church judicatory ought to pretend t 
make laws to bind the conscience in virtue of thei 


own authority ... there is much greater danger (o! 
error) from the usurped claim of making laws, tha) 
from the right of judging upon laws already mad: 


and common to all who profess the Gospel.”’ W: 
respectfully call you and the Committee framing 
the Plan of Union, to consider Paragraph 58 of ou 
B.C.O., as an effort to carry into Church Govern 
ment the implications of Witherspoon’s Preliminar 
Principles, and urge its inclusion in the Plan. 


Shortly before the Old School Presbyteriar 
Church separated there was a Committee on Re 
vising the Form of Government, on which were the 
distinguished ‘‘Northern” leader, Dr. Charles ( 
Hodge, and the distinguished ‘‘Southern’”’ leade 
Dr. James H. Thornwell. This Committee made on 
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report to the undivided assembly and was con- 
ed. Then the separation came in 1861. Our 
Church has, in general, taken over in our Book of 
Church Order the work of that Committee. In par- 
lar we have availed ourselves of their work in 
our definition of an ecclesiastical offense, as given 
in Paragraph 179 in our Book of Church Order. 
This definition may be described as a further appli- 
eation of the Confession of Faith, 1.6; XX.2; 
XXXI.3 cf with I.X of the Petition of the West- 
nster Divines to Parliament, of the Preliminary 
Principles, Paragraph 7. That such a careful de- 
tation of an ecclesiastical offense to that which 

is contrary to the Word of God is needed may 
easily be shown from the history of the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland and in America. Any decree de- 
posing, suspending or excommunicating a ministe 
a member which is not based on Scripture is 
iled out by this definition. It may be that in par- 
ticular cases, familiar to us both, the decree could 
have been based on Scripture. This will require 
that, in the future, every case be expressly so 


based. 


It is my earnest conviction that the acceptance 
of the sole Kingship of Christ over His body, the 
Church, in the sense that only His laws are to be 
enforced therein, will honor Him Whom alone God 
has placed at His own right hand to administer the 
counsels of redemption and govern His Church, 
and will protect, direct and comfort His people. 
May God lead you and the Committee to conside 
further these matters as requested by the 1953 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 


Cordially and fraternally, 
Wm. c. Robinson. 


(Copies to The United Presbyterian and The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal). 
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ANGLERS 
Lesson Number 17 
Very Young People Can Fish 


Last week this column presented an “experience” 
sent in by a young fellow who had just finished 
prep school. This week we have one from a girl, 
recently finished high school, now in college. It is 
vratifying to see our young people starting out earl) 
to tecome “fishers of men.” And it is surprising 
how the Holy Spirit uses very little folks in win- 
ning souls—even adult souls. “ ... and a little 
child shall lead them,” says Isaiah (11:6). “A lit- 
tle maid’ was used of God to bring the great gen- 
eral of a heathen army to his knees, saying: ‘Be- 
hold, now I know that there is no God in all the 
earth but in Israel.” (2.K.5:15). A little lad, with 
five barley cakes and two dried lake fish, was used 
by the miracle working power of Jesus to feed five 
thousand men, with twelve baskets full left over. 


| teok a six-vear-old boy down to the pond to 
fish. It was early spring and the bass were begin- 
ning to break around the lilypads. It was a long 
cast out there, but the breeze favored and my min- 
now made a perfect drop right into the appointed 
spot. ‘The cork bobbed in and out along the edges. 
| held my breath, for | was sure the bait was irre- 
sistible. After waiting a little | heard a whimper, 
ind looking around, saw the boy standing dis- 
consolately ; he hadn’t even unwrapped his line. He 
said: ‘| want a long line and reel like yours, so | 
can fish out there, too.” “No, son,” I said, “you 
could never do it. Now just unwind your line, put 
a worm on the hook and with your little pole drop 
the bait right down there close by that stump and 
you will catch a perch.” Reluctantly he obeyed. 
Meantime my cork continued to bob merrily on the 
edge of the lilvpads. Directly I heard a terrific 
splash, and looking round saw that boy straining 
every muscle to land his catch. It took him quite a 
time (1 let him handle it alone) but finally there 
was a two-pound bass flapping on the grass while 
in ecstatic little fisherman threaded the fish string 
through its gills. It was the only fish caught that 
day, and at supper the family sat around the table 
feasting on a delicious bass—caught on the little 


hook. 


One of the Sunday School teachers, who taught 
i class of juniors, came to me to say that Arthur 
was ready to join the church. | talked to Arthur 
and found the boy had a very clear understanding 
that he was a sinner and needed a Saviour. He was 
quite sincere in his desire to be baptized and ad- 
mitted to membership in the church. His teacher 
had done good work. His father and mother were 
not Christians. | said: “Arthur, wouldn’t you like 
to see your! father become a Christian, too?” “Ves,” 
he answered, “I certainly would.” “Well, suppose 
you tell your Dad that you have accepted Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour, and that you want him to 
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take Him, too, be baptized and come into the 
church with you—can you do that?” “I'll try,” he 
said. And he did try. His father was deeply touched 
by the boy’s appeal. He had been adamant when | 
talked with him, but the Holy Spirit was working 
and the boy “landed the catch.” Not only that, but 
the mother came across, too. Still, that is not all. 
Arthur’s uncle and aunt across the street, were 
drawn into the movement—and (hold on to your 
seat!) Arthur’s grandfather and grandmother were 
persuaded to take the step along with their children. 
This pastor had the rare experience of receiving into 
the church on profession of faith in Christ and by 
baptism seven souls—three generations of the same 
family—all at the same time, not one of them hav- 
ing ever made a public profession before. Arthur’s 
happiness was very evident, and can you imagine 
just how that Sunday School teacher felt as she sat 
in the congregation and heard them take their vows ? 
She had a big hand in that. 


Last night in an Officers’ and Teachers’ Meeting 
a teacher of juniors reported that she had five of 
her boys ready to make a public profession of faith 
and gave their names to the pastor that he might 
give them further instruction and arrange for their 
reception into the church membership. That is good 
work, May this Anglers fall under the eye of 
teachers and parents. Theirs is a fertile field for 
sowing and the reward is great. 


Now here is this college girl. A leather-bound 
copy of The Testament For Fishers Of Men goes 
to her Florida address by the next mail. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


I am a college student. We receive The Journal 
in our home and [| read your column with particular 
interest. Here is an “experience.” Shortly after I 
was saved | met a girl who attended the same high 
school that I was attending. My mother advised 
against any association with the girl because of her 
doubtful reputation, but I knew that she needed 
Jesus. I prayed about it and asked the Lord what | 
should do. I cultivated her friendship and told her 
about Jesus. Then I talked with my mother about 
it and we invited her to our home. On her birthday 
| gave her a Bible, which she promised to read. 
Soon afterward the girl accepted Jesus as her per- 
sonal Saviour. This was a two-fold blessing. 
cause the Lord saved her soul 
hunger for souls. I am 


be- 
and gave me a 
now planning to be a mis- 
sionary. 


[ pray that God will continue to bless your min- 
istry in The Journal, and that through Anglers, 
souls may be won and others fed and trained. 


In His Service, 


(Name Withheld). 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


This is the twenty-fourth of a series of articles b 


J.V.N. Talmage, B.E. 


Other Ways Of Dating 
Ante-diluvian Times 


Dr. R. F. Flint, of Yale, has a very good chapte 
in his book on “Global Geology” regarding the un 
certainty of the various methods of dating events ot 
the ‘“‘ice-ages.”’ If anyone is interested in long-rang: 
dating, I suggest he read this book; and we wil 
pass over immediately to those short-range date 
where prehistoric men are concerned. All the vat 
ious methods of dating have their value, but non 
are sufficient alone. 


1. About a score of years ago much was said about 
geo-chronology, a method of dating by counting the 
annual layers (or valves as they are technically call 
ed) in the clay of the peri-glacial lakes. The deposits 
of clay, ground up by ice, have a different color and 
texture in summer and in winter. Dr. Ernst Antevs 
and Dr. G. De Geer and others by counting these 
annual layers in the clay were able to determine the 
length of time the lakes existed. But when the 
counting of layers was carried on from lake to lake 
in order to build up a chronology of longer range 
too much philosophical speculation was mixed with 
the counting to make it of any great value. Some of 
this mixed dating is still often referred to in order 
to pre-date post-diluvian stone-age men so they will 
appear older than the earliest civilizations of the 
Near East. Since even as expert an archeologist as 
Dr. W. F. Albright has been deceived by this 
method amateurs are urged to leave it alone. 


2. Recently there has been evolved a method of 
telling the age of bones by their florine content, but 
| have never seen it fully described. Recently the 
so-called Piltdown man has been debunked by this 
method. Dr. Flint, even as late as 1945, dated this 
patched-up skull at 900,000 B.C. I wonder how 
many college students were taken in by such claims 
and said the Bible was not true! Some of these are 
theological professors now, who still believe in the 
debunked Piltdown man. 


3. Dating by forms of skeletons and progress 1 
tool-making has been much abused by prehistorians 
but it has its place in combination with the Bibl 
and gyrostatics. 


+. The latest fad is that of dating by the pro 
portion of Carbon 14 remaining in former living 
matter. The method has been instrumental in bring 
ing about a cataclysmic telescoping of supposed sci 
entific dates. Dr. H. L. Movius, of Harvard, is re 
portedly much discouraged because his previous ex 
travagant dating has been proved wrong. The date 
obtained by this method vary much in accuracy, an 
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cannot be trusted alone. The reasons for this in- 
uracyv are still under study. 


As an example of such inaccuracy, we will take 
case of Belt & ive 1n Northern Persia as report 
by Dr. C. S. Coon, of the University of Penn- 
vania. The materials of the various layers were 
ted for Carbon 14, and the lower was found to 
vounger than the upper above it. Dr. Coon told 
he had no idea as to the cause of this anomoly. 


| have recently bought a book on “Radiocarbon 
Dating,” by Dr. W. F. Libby, of the University of 
Chicago, so that | can answer questions for those 
especially interested. Many of Dr. Libby’s dates are 
conflict with the Bible, but there are many which 
nflict with each other, so we need not be dis 
turbed. Remember how the “Piltdown Man“ has 
een debunked after deceiving a generation of col 


ve students 


LIQUOR 


Pushing Sales Of Beer 


In The Home 


In an article entitled ““How Retailers Can Sell 
More Beer,” in The Brewer's Journal, Vernon H. 
Van Diver, president of Van Diver & Carlyle, Inc., 


says: 
“Now I’m going to talk about how to sell more 


It’s easy, if you go 
ibout it the right way. The place to sell more beer 


} F 
eer and / mean a tot more, 


ind ale is in the home—home consumption. That 
means sell women. Women do 90 percent of the 
shopping. Work with the grocery store and the 
supermarket. Possibilities stagger the imagination. 
Why, you don’t even have any competition.” 


Ten Million Dollars Spent By The Army 
For Beer In One Year's Period 


On February 7, 1951, The Dallas ‘limes- 
Herald carried the following news dispatch bearing 
Washington date line: 


“The Army has announced it bought nearly 
$10,000,.000.00 worth ot beer for overseas com- 
mands, 


“The beer was purchased out of non-appropriated 
funds for sale through servicemen’s and officers’ 
lubs and post exchanges. 


‘Some veteran brewers assert that beer consump- 
tion during the war has received greater promo- 
tional impetus than it would have received in twenty 
1ormal years. This they attribute to the fact that 
0,000,000 soldiers in army camps have become ac- 
ustomed to beer and that a large proportion of 
them will continue to be consumers in civilian life.” 
Edward Kandlik in Chicago Sun. 
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i DO NOT DRINK 
By A High School Girl 


Everybody's doing it? No not yet; 

Because I’m Somebody, don’t forget. 
Anybody with courage to stop and think 

Is certainly somebody; I don’t drink. 

Many a “Somebody” who didn’t think 
Became a “nobody” because of drink. 
Anyone can follow what some crowds do; 
I'm trying to be somebody; how about you? 


THE TITHE 
God's Portion First 


“Should I not pay my debts first?”’ The answer 
of Scripture from earliest times seems to be a de- 
cided ““No!”’ God is not pleased, we are led to see, 
with our left-overs. He must be first; for if He is 
not given first place, then something else and not 
He is our god. Therefore He is not a deferred but 
a preferred creditor in the payment of our honest 
debts. There is abundant testimony, coming from 
the lips of those who have given Him first place in 
the settlement of their accounts, that when they are 
honest with Him, the remainder will actually go 
further with His blessing than the entire amount 
without it. Moreover, it is as important to be honest 
with God as it is to maintain our credit in the com- 
munity in which we live. Again, is a man really 
paying his debts when he robs God to do so? If we 
were a juror, would we vote to acquit a man of 
thievery who had stolen from one person to pay an 
honest debt to another? There doesn’t seem to be 
much choice when we stop to reason it through. But 
there just isn’t any at all when it comes to the teach- 
ing of God's word. Finally, no one was exempted. 


Layman Tithing Foundation. 
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More About Chapel Hill 


By Pau D. HAsTINGs 


REIDSVILLE, N.C. 


| am sure that after the General Assembly sus 
tained the actions of Orange Presbytery in the 
Chapel Hill case that every member of Orange 
Presbytery earnestly hoped that the Commission 
and Presbytery could conclude its work of estab- 
lishing a real Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill 
without any more Church-wide publicity on the 
matter. 


The Presbyterian Outlook has criticized the ac- 
tions of Orange Presbytery all the way through in 
its handling of the Chapel Hill Church and the 


Pastor of that Church. The Outlook has also done 


more to confuse the members of our Church in this 
matter than all other sources put together by a one- 
sided and complete] biased report of the proceed- 
ings, especially in their editorials. | am sure that | 
am not the only member of Orange Presbytery that 
has wondered for some time where the Christian 
restraint and dignity of the leaders of Presbytery 
should end and a defense given to the members of 
our Church against such unwarranted criticism and 
attacks upon the honesty and motives of Orange 
Presbytery. 


Even though the highest court of our Church 
has sustained the actions of Orange Presbytery, and 
even though the Judicial Commission of the Gen- 
eral Assembly that decided in favor of the Presby- 
terv had as its Chairman, the Co-Editor of The 
Presbyterian Outlook, Dr. Earnest Trice ‘—Thomp- 
son, still The Outlook isn’t satistied, AND IS CON- 
TINUING TO AGITATE THE WHOLE MATTER OVER 
rHE ENTIRE CHURCH as shown in the following 
editorial of Julv 13, 1953, issue of The Outlook 
which reads as follows: 


‘The Case of Orange Presbytery and the Chapel 
Hill Church has been discussed so much in these 
columns that we should be able to assume that our 
readers are well informed about it. Our news col- 
umns have reported the recent actions and we are, 
therefore, confining our remarks here to some of 
the implications of the actions which have been 
taken. Some of the issues at stake in this matter ap 
pear to us to be so fundamental and so far-reaching 
that our entire Church should be aroused. This 
problem, as we see it, must be considered entirely 
apart from any personalities or specific issues in 
volved in this instance and examined instead, in light 
of our judicial processes. ‘To this end we have asked 
Thomas M. French, Jr., a Grapevine (Tex.) at 
torney who served on the Assembly's Commission, 
to write his opinion of the situation. His statement 
is clear and to the point and will | 


svon, At that time we may have additional editorial 
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De printed here 


comment, Every member of our Church who values 
constitutional processes that protect our basic libe 
ties, and this should include everybody, ought 
become well informed about the situation.” 


The above editorial, like all the others in The 
Outlook about this matter, certainly accuses Orange 
Presbytery by inference, of having taken actions in 
dealing with the Chapel Hill Church and Pastor 
which vioLATEs the constitutional processes that 
protect our basic liberties AS OUTLINED IN OUR 
Book oF CHURCH QOrpbeER. THESE ARE SERIOUS 
CHARGES FOR ANYONE TO MAKE AGAINST AN EN 
riRE PRESBYTERY. Since we are going to have Mr 
French’s OPINION about the matter and ADDITIONA|I 
COMMENTS by the Editor of The Presbyterian Out 
look, the only way in which the members of thi 
Southern Presbyterian Church can know the TRUTH 
about the whole matter is by knowing THE EXACI 
FACTS as to every action which Orange Presbyter 
has taken in the Chapel Hill affair. This is not 
complicated matter and no one needs a lawyer t 
give them the correct answer. IF YOU HAVE THI 
rRUE FACTS, YOU ARE JUST AS CAPABLE OF JUD¢ 
ING THIS MATTER AS ANY PERSON IN OUR CHURCH 
AND CAN DECIDE FOR YOURSELF IF ORANGI PREs- 
BYTERY HAS ACTED DECENTLY, IN ORDER, IN A 
CHRISTIAN SPIRIT, AND IN ACCORD WITH OUR 
Book OF CHURCH QOrper. | am going to outlin 
every action which Orange Presbyterv has taken 
itself, or through its Commission, as simply and 
clearly as possible. | was not a member of the Ju 
dicial Commission of Orange Presbytery but I was 
one of three who spoke for the Presbytery befor 
the Commission of the General Assembly. 


First, | will give an account of ALL THE ACTIONS 
rAKEN to this date before making any comments 
upon these actions, so that you can see these actions 
as a whole. A group of persons in Chapel Hill pe 
titioned Orange Presbytery to organize them into 
Second Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill sinc: 
their spiritual needs were not being met by tl 
Presbyterian Church already there. The Session ot 
the First Presbyterian Church of Chapel Hill als 
asked Presbytery to organize a Second Presbyteria 
Church in Chapel Hill and to work with the tw 
Churches in seeing that an over-all Presbyteria 
program was worked out that would supply tl 
needs of Presbyterians in Chapel Hill. So you si 
rHIS WHOLE AFFAIR DID NOT ORIGINATE IN 
MEETING OF PRESBYTERY BUT WAS STARTED B 
rHE REQUESTS OF PRESBYTERIANS LIVING IN CH 
pEL Hiti. Acting upon these requests, Presbyter 
appointed a Judicial Commission to do two thing 
organize a new Church in Chapel Hill, which the 
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have done, and to make a complete INVESTIGATION 
the First Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill 
to REPORT ITS FINDINGS BACK TO PRESBYTERY. 


Che first thing that the Commission told the 
tor, officers and members of the Chapel Hill 
Church was THAT THEY WERE NOT CONDUCTING A 
rRIAL BUT AN INVESTIGATION, and that in the 
rrving out of this task they wanted to see the re 
ds of the Session, interview the pastor and ofh 
and as manv members of the congregation and 
residents of Chapel Hill who voluntarily wanted to 
ippear before the Commission. A court stenographer 
was secured to take down word for word the inter 
view with the pastor and officers. A complete record 
of every action and all the proceedings are in the 
oficial records of the Commission. Every fact has 
supporting evidence to substantiate it. 


\s the Commission went along in its investiga 
tion, serious things came to light. Members had 
been taken into the Church without being asked the 
required questions in the Book of Church Order. 
\lembers had been taken in without being baptized. 
Ten of the officers of the Church had never been 
ordained, one of them was even serving on a Com 
mittee of the Synod of North Carolina. Many of 
the officers, by their own statements, were com 
pletely out of accord with the Confession of Faith 
1 the Standards of the Southern Presbyterian 


t 


Church. Over the past ten years practically every 
real Presbyterian, both officers and members, had 
left this Church and gone into the other various 
denominations of Chapel Hill, leaving the Church 
completely in the hands of a group that was totally 
ininstructed in the Presbyterian doctrines and form 
of church government. The pastor, in his interview 
with the Commission, told them flatly THAT HI 
DIDN'T BELIEVE IN THE VIRGIN BirTH. 


With all this before them, the Commission rea 
zing that if a real Presbyterian Church was to be 
tablished in Chapel Hill A NEW START FROM THI 
OUND UP WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, SUG 
ESTED to the pastor and officers that they volun 


be 


rily resign in order that a new start could 
ide. They not only refused to resign but chal 
nged the authorit\ ot the Commission to even 
SUGGEST SUCH A THING AS THEY WERE ONLY AN 
INVESTIGATION Com™Mission. And so the Commis 
on came back to Presbytery with a report of the 
inv serious things that they had found in the 
Chapel Hill Church and their suggestions to the 
stor and officers to resign. Presbytery APPROVED 
EVERYTHING THAT THI (COM MISSION HAD DONI 
BY GIVING THEM FULL AUTHORITY TO TAKE WHAT 
ER STEPS WERI NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH \ 
.ESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CHAPEL HILL THAT 
\ULD CONFORM TO THE CONFESSION OF FAITH 
ND THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


‘The Commiussior ivain asked the pastor and ofh 
T'S TO VOLUNTARILY RESIGN THAT A NEW START 
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MIGHT BE MADE IN THE CHAPEL HILL CHURCH. 
Again THEY REFUSED TO RESIGN, therefore there 
was no other course for the Commission to follow 
but to declare them out-of-office, which they did. 
The Chapel Hill group then asked the Commission 
to co-operate with them by reporting their action in 
removing the pastor to Presbytery so that they 
might appeal the decision to the Synod. ‘The Com- 
mission told them that they would do this but it 
would mean that all of their work at Chapel Hill 
would have to top AT THAT POINT in order tor 
them to get up a report to Presbytery and to an 
swer their complaint to Synod. When the Commis 
sion made its report to Presbytery it also made a 
recommendation that in the light of their findings 
at Chapel Hill that Presbytery begin to give serious 
consideration to the standing of the Rev. Charlie 
Jones AS A MEMBER OF PresByTERY. That stopped 
the work of the Commission until the case had been 
decided by the courts of our Church. THE SyNop 
DID NOT OVERRULE THE ACTIONS OF ORANGE PREsS- 
BYTERY but directed Orange Presbytery to give 
Rev. Mr. Jones a new hearing. Since the present 
hearing had lasted over a vear and we could not 
see how a new hearing would be of any help in con- 
cluding the matter, several members of Presbytery, 
including myself, complained against this action to 
the recent General Assembly. The General As 
sembly, through its Judicial Commission, sUSTAIN 
ED ORANGE PRESBYTERY IN ALL OF ITS ACTIONS 
and pointed out that under our Book of Church 
Order Rev. Mr. Jones had the right to ask for a 
formal trial if he desired to do so. 


The above account gives the complete picture of 
all the actions taken by Orange Presbytery through 


its Judicial Commission in the Chapel Hill case, 


} 


and the order in which they were taken. Now tor a 


Drief comment upon some of these actions. First, 
keep in mind that a minister is NOT A MEMBER OF 
4 LOCAL CHURCH BUT A MEMBER OF THE PRES 
BYTERY IN WHICH HE LABORS. Presbytery can deal 
with a minister IN TWo ways. They can deal with 


} 


lm in reyvard to Nis relationship as a pastor to a 


particular Church, or Presbytery can deal with him 


in his relationship as a member of Presbytery. Many 
times a situation develops in a local Church where 
it is Tor the best interest for all concerned for the 
pastor to move cut of the picture, not that the pas 
tor has been immoral or broken his ordination vows 
or needs to be formally tried, he simply needs to be 
moved from the scene. In the case of immorality or 
the breaking of ordination vows, Presbytery then 
deals with him as a member of Presbytery and the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, by MAKING FORMAI 
CHARGES AND IN A TRIAL IN WHICH IF HE IS 
FOUND GUILTY HE IS USUALLY SUSPENDED OR DI! 
VESTED AS A MINISTER IN THE Southern Presby 
terian Church. 


lo this date, Orange Presbytery has through its 
Commission been dealing with the Chapel Hill 


(Continued on Page 12) 





75,000 Hear Gospel In 
Dallas Meeting 


The quotation below, sent us by a friend in 
Dallas, Tex., is taken from an editorial which ap- 
peared in The Dallas News the day after over 
75.000 people filled the Cotton Bowl] to hear Billy 
Graham preach. 

Admitting the organizational and promotional 
work which are a part of these campaigns, there is 
but one explanation for crowds of 20,000 and 
25.000 coming night after night and week after 
week and finally climaxing with 75,000 at one time 
to hear the Gospel. The explanation is preaching 
which uses the Word of God as the Sword of the 
Spirit, without apology and with great conviction 
that the Bible is true—preaching which depends on 

I 


the help and the blessing of the Holy Spirit to con 


vict and convert. 

We all need to realize anew that the power of 
the Holy Spirit and the power of the Word of God 
go hand in hand, It is high time that we preachers 
follow Paul’s exam le: “And my speect and 


pl my) 


preaching was not with enticing words of man's 


Wisdon but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
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power; that your faith should not stand in the wis- 


dom of men, but in the power of God.” 


For too long many of us have been trying to es 
tablish our preaching by intellectualism. We thin! 


the writer of this editorial feels the same wav 


H.B.D 
"75,000" 


“It was a triumph for Billy Graham that he 
filled the football stadium and that, out of 
75,000 estimated to be present, more than 
1,500 came forward in response to Mr. Gra- 
ham’s appeal for repentant sinners in search of 
God. It was a triumph for Graham, by any- 
body’s yardstick. And it made Page 1. It had 
that news value and it got that news recogni 
tion. 


“Whether it was a triumph for God is not 
for a newspaper to say. According to some, 
Billy Graham’s theology is the true bread of 
life eternal. According to some sincere folk, it 
is heresy of the most harmful type. 


“But one thing is pretty clear: Billy Gra 
ham does his best to stick to the broad lines of 
the literal Bible, literally accepted. Hell is hell; 
Heaven is Heaven; damnation dangles over the 
head of sinful man and nobody can afford t 
put off the day of escape. And that is the gos 
pel according to Graham. If some of our mors 
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learned divines hereabouts get more scatter- 


ing results, maybe that is the reason. 














“Graham says thus-and-so is the Bible and 
therefore it is true. Our reverend scholars in 
the pulpit says thus-and-so is, unfortunately, 
in this version or that of the Bible, but is it 
true? Graham says, ‘thus saith the Lord,’ with 
no ifs and ands—and he fills the Cotton Bowl. 
The doctors of divinity with special reference 
to psychiatry, psychology and atomic science 
say they have been reading a refreshing vol- 
ume by Dr. Albertus Sneezingstein lately—and 
the old boys on the front seats are already 
sound asleep.” 


You Can Proclaim Liberty . . . 


On a Korean Island, 300 people anxiously wait 
trom 
Communist domination, started Bible study classes. 
Their only 


ing for their chance to flee southward away 
Bible was barely legible because it 
had arrived tied to the belt of a man who swam to 
the island. It is important news that the American 
Bible Society soon 


Korea 


gave these people 300 New ‘Tes 
taments in 


‘The words inset bed on our Liberty Sell, ‘Pro 


the il 





claim liberty throughout the land, unto all 
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habitants thereof,”’ are from the Bible—Leviticus 


25:10. Today the Bible is proclaiming liberty in 

many lands, for whether a man reads in English: 
He Trura SHALL MAKE You Fret 
or the same words in Bolivian Quechua 


V ERDADTA] LIBRASUMKACHE] 


his Bible speaks to him of hope, love, faith and re 


demption 


Every hour of the day 1,800 copies of the Scrip- 
tures are being delivered where they are desperately) 
These are in English, Korean, Spanish, Ger- 
Russian, Greek, Japanese, Chinese, and 150 
other languages and dialects. By time-tested methods 
our Society vets these Scriptures to people who want 











needed 


man, 


to read in the language they can understand. 


Ihe Bible Society is doing a valiant job but it 


needs more money at once. 
We need yot 


11 1 


gifts will make 


this great mission. Your 1953 
a continuing partner in pro- 
1 1 1 . ei _ P 

claiming liberty. | hope you will join me in sending 


‘THOMAS, 
For the American Bible Society 


LOWELI 
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More About Chapel Hill 


(Continued from Page 9) 


group as a Church and the pastor only in his rela- 
tionship as a pastor in that Church. The pastor has 
NOT BEEN TRIED NOR DIVESTED AS A MINISTER, he 
has only been REMOVED FROM THAT PARTICULAR 
CHURCH BECAUSE PRESBYTERY FEELS THAT IT IS 
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY IN ORDER TO MAKE A NEW 
START AT CHAPEL HILL. No matter if he asks for a 
trial, or Presbytery sees fit to try him, whether he 
comes clear in a trial or not, this should not de- 
termine whether HE IS, OR IS NOT, TO REMAIN AS 
THE PASTOR OF THE CHAPEL HiIL_ CHURCH. Qur 
Book of Church Order says in Par. 76: “That the 
Presbytery has the power to dissolve the pastoral re- 
lation at the request of one or both parties, or 
WHERE THE INTEREST OF RELIGION IMPERATIVELY 
DEMANDS IT.” Certainly in the light of the total 
situation which the Commission found at Chapel 
Hill, there can be no doubt in anyone’s mind but 
that the INTEREST OF RELIGION (in this case the in- 
terest of the Southern Presbyterian Church) im- 
peratively DEMANDED SUCH ACTION. The support- 
ing evidence to this fact is all the findings and re- 
cords of the Commission in its investigation of the 
Chapel Hill Church. A Presbytery removing a pas- 
tor under the authority given in this paragraph of 
the Book of Church Order is not an unusual hap- 
pening in our Church. 


You may ask, as serious as the findings of the 
Commission are, why hasn't Orange Presbytery 
tried Rev. Charlie Jones? If you will go over the 
events and actions that have taken place since the 
Commission started its work at Chapel Hill and 
the TIME LIMIT in which the whole affair has taken 
place, you will see that Orange Presbytery HASN’1 
HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRY HIM EVEN IF THEY 
HAD WANTED TO DO so, that is, to do it decently, in 
order and in accord with our Book of Church 
Order. You can’t stop an investigation in the mid- 
dle of it and turn it into a trial. Our Book of 
Church Order clearly states THAT A JUDICIAL 
COMMISSION CAN NOT MAKE CHARGES AND TRY A 
MAN ITSELF. Presbytery itself has to make the 
charges and can then give the power of Presbytery 
to trv him to a Commission if they want to do so. 
AT THIS POINT, IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT THE Com- 
MISSION HAS UNCOVERED AT CHAPEL HILL, 
ORANGE PRESBYTERY HAS TO DEAL WITH REV. 
CHARLIE JONES AS A MEMBER OF PRESBYTERY 
AND TO DECIDE IF CHARGES SHOULD BE MADI 
AGAINST HIM. But this has to be A SEPARATE AND 
DISTINCT ACTION from the course the Commission 
has followed in dealing with the Chapel Hill 
Church as a CHURCH. 


The Commission has taken every precaution NO1 
rO DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD NOT BE IN ACCORD 
WITH OUR Book oF CHURCH Orper. They have 
kept in touch with the Stated Clerk of Orange 
Presbytery, who in turn has constantly kept in 
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touch with the Stated Clerk of the General As- 
sembly. The Commission had the Stated Clerk of 
the Assembly to come to Orange Presbytery and 
meet with them on one occasion. The Assistant 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly attended the 
meeting of Presbytery at which the Commission 
made its report. You can see that no hasty actions 
of any kind have been taken by the Commission or 
by Orange Presbytery. Certainly no Presbytery or 
Commission could ever handle such an unpleasant 
and trying situation but we in Orange Presbytery 
believe that you can take these TRUE FACTS OF THI 
CASE and see that both the Presbytery and the Com- 
mission have made every effort to handle this matter 
in a decent, orderly way that is COMPLETELY IN 
ACCORD WITH OUR Book OF CHURCH Orpber, and 
in a Christian spirit that would enable us not only 
to deal with the Chapel Hill group as Christian 
brothers but to also fulfill our ordination vows and 
responsibilities to the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and to the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We ask you to judge our case on these 
FACTS AND NOT UPON SOMEONE'S OPINIONS OR 
EDITORIAL COMMENTS. 


One other FACT WHICH WILL BE WELL TO KEEP 
IN MIND IS THIS: | am certain that no other Ju- 
dicial Commission and Presbytery in the history of 
our Church has ever had MORE OUTSIDE PRESSURI 
put upon them to WHITEWASH a case than HAS 
BEEN PUT UPON ORANGE PRESBYTERY AND ITS 
CoMMISSION IN THE CHAPEL HILL case. If you 
keep this FACT in mind you will then be able to see 
some things that are happening in THEIR TRUI 
LIGHT. 
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How To Read The Bible 


Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a 
home letter. 


If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach, 
gather it. 


If a promise lies upon the page as a blank check, 
cash i ‘ 

[f a prayer is recorded, appropriate it, and launch 
it as a feathered arrow from the bow of your desire. 


If an example of holiness gleams before you, ask 
God to do as much for you. 


lf the truth is revealed in all its intrinsic splen- 
dor, entreat that its brilliance may ever irradiate 


the hemisphere of your lite 


F. B. Meyes 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 









LESSON FOR AUGUST 2 





Reading: Psa'm; 119:9-16. 


The Christian Home 


Backgrcund Scripture: Epesians 5:15- 
33; 6:1-9; Colossians 3:12 - 4:1. Devotional 


The Home must be built around God’s Word. In our Devotional Reading we have some statements which 
show the central place it should occupy in our hearts and homes: “Thy 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Word have I hid in mine heart that 


| might not sin against thee.’ As has been well said, the Word of God is a good thing, in a good place, for 


1 good purpose. | would like to make an even stronger 


assertion: It is the Best Thing, in the Best Place, 


for the Best Purpose. The Word of God is the Best Book in the world; our hearts are the best place to store 


t; and this Book keeps us from Sin. Moses in his 
farewell address to the Israelites as they were gath- 
ered on the plains of Moab, says: “And these words 
which command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon 
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the 
posts of thine house, and upon thy gates.” (Deut. 
6:6-9). In closing the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 
said: ‘“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them, | will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house: and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock."” Wise men 
and women still build their houses upon the Rock 
of God’s Word, and make the Bible the center of 
their home life. President Eisenhower said recently 
that the Bible was the Book he loved best. Henry 
Ford had a copy of the Bible in each room of his 
large mansion. He said that he wanted to have it 
convenient for his guests to read. The great need 
of America, where there are so many new houses 
being built, is for the Bible to be built into these 
houses so that they can become real Homes. The 
closing words of our Devotional Reading are: “I 
will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget 
thy word.” May this be the resolve of each of us. 

The Home was the first institution which God 
established when He created man, and all through 
the Word we have illustration after illustration, 
warning after warning, and precept upon precept 
in connection with the home. The custom of the 
patriarchs in their wanderings was to “pitch theit 
tents, dig a well, and build an altar.”” Some men 
failed in their homes, and we read the sad storv of 
their failures; others succeeded in making their 
homes a happy place and a blessing to their own 
families and to the world. 


Paul has vreat deal to say about the home. He 
reminds Timothy that it was in his home that he 
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learned the Scriptures which are able to make us 
wise unto salvation, and that his mother and grand- 
mother taught him these Scriptures. Many of us 
can look back and thank God for our homes where 
we were taught to know and love the Bible, and 
the God of the Bible. The two selections which we 
study today are very similar, and from them | wish 
to draw some obvious and well-known lessons, but 
nevertheless, lessons which we are prone to forget, 
but important to remember, especially in these days 
Ww hen homes are DeInyg broken and destroy ed. 


l. Duty Of The Wives - Submission: 
Ephesians 5:22-24; Colossians 3:18. 


Every home must have a head. There must be 
someone who has the right, the authority, to make 
decisions. ‘This does not imply tyranny, or arbitrary 
“bossing.”” Paul uses a very striking illustration. 
‘The Church has a Head, even Christ. He has the 
right to make decisions. We must submit ourselves 
to Him as the proper Head of the Church. In the 
Home there must be a similar subjection, or else the 
unity and order of the Home will be impaired. In 
the preceding verse Paul has emphasized the prin- 
ciple of submitting ourselves one to another in the 
fear of the Lord (Christ). In an orderly household, 
as in an orderly government, and the Church, there 
must be a recognition of authority. Adam was first 
formed and Eve later as an helpmate to him. It is 
right therefore that the head of the home should be 
the husband. In Verse 33 the wives are urged to 
‘reverence’ their husbands. In order to have such 
submission, reverence, and respect, the husbands 
must be of such a character as to inspire such feel- 
ings. Some husbands make it impossible for their 
wives to have the proper regard for them. 


Il. Duty Of The Husbands - Love: 
Ephesians 5:25-33,; Colossians 3:19. 

Every Home must have a Heart. The heart of 
the Home is the wife and mother. Love is the heart 
of the Home; the love of husband for his wife, and 
wife for her husband. That love involves protection 
and SAC rifice. even fo death. 
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Paul uses the strongest illustrations that could be 
used, so strony that he seems to De fearful that we 
may misunderstand it, and says that it is a great 
mystery. What did Christ do for the Church? He 
gave Himself for it. ‘(The husband should be willing 
to vive himself for his wife; to sacrifice himself, if 

n of his wite. Greater 
love has no man than this, that he lay down his lite 
for his friends; the husband should love his wife 
better than his best friend. The great passion of 


necessary, for the protection 


Christ was to cleanse and sanctify and present the 
Church a glorious Church. The glory of the hus- 
band is his wife. This is often seen. Men are proud 
of the beauty and culture and attractiveness of their 
wives. They often speak of them as their “better 
halves,” and many men have attributed their suc- 
cess in life to their wives. There is nothing more 
beautiful than to see two old people who have loved 
each other all their lives, and behold their devotion 
to each other. The husband is to “love his wife as 
himself.”” No wife will object to submitting herself 
to a husband who loves her devotedly. She will 
cherish and reverence him. When love rules in the 
home there will be no trouble about these things. 
Let us who are husbands make it easy for our wives 
to obey the injunction of the apostle. 


III. The Duty Of The Children - Obedience 
And Honor: Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20. 


Obey your parents; honor thy father and mother. 
Obedience adds beauty to the Home. There is never 
any real beauty where the law of obedience 1s 
broken. The heavens are a beautiful sight as long as 
the stars obey the laws that hold them to their 
courses. The minute they depart from these laws 
there is confusion and destruction. There is beauty 
in music as long as the law of harmony is obeyed, 
but when the different instruments are out of tune, 
or out of time, the terrible discord grates on the 
nerves of all who have an ear for music. There its 
beauty in Nature as long as there is obedience to the 
laws of Nature. There is beauty in a Nation as long 
as citizens obey the laws of their land, and the laws 
of God, but when these are broken then we have 
crime and confusion and bloodshed. 


In the Home Obedience is Beauty. Suppose you 
go into a lovely house where there is expensive furn- 
iture and you feel like exclaiming: ‘“‘What a lovely 
Home!” But just then you find the children unruly 
and disobedient with no proper respect for father or 
mother. The whole picture is spoiled. The lovely 
house has become an ugly Home. Then you go to 
some humble cottage where there is very little costly 
furniture, but you find the children loyal and obe- 
dient and respectful. ‘The humble cottage has be- 
come a beautiful Home. 


There is a promise connected with this command, 
and God keeps His promises. He knows that obedi- 
ence in the home to parents is a certain forerunner 
of a higher obedience to the Heavenly Father. As 
sons and daughters of the Most High we have the 
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spirit of obedience. “Children of disobedience” is a 
well-known phrase to describe the wicked, and 
“children of disobedience’ are also “children of 
wrath,” facing the just judgment of God. 


I] , Duty OT Fathers: ‘Provoke not” 
‘Bring them up.” Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21. 


“Provoke not your children to wrath.” | notice 
that translators have a variety of English words for 
the Greek: “harass,” “vex”; “irritate,” “fret and 
I like Weymouth’s rendering: “And you, 
fathers, do not irritate your children, but bring 
them up tenderly with true Christian training and 
advice.’ In his note on the word “‘irritate,” he says: 


harass.”’ 


“By vexatious commands and unreasonable blame 
and uncertain temper.’ What father is there who 
does not feel guilty and condemned in the face of 
such words? May God forgive, and give us grace! 


This is but the negative side, however. “Bring 
them up tenderly.” The poor children have a hard 
time these days when both father and mother work 
and leave the care and training of their children to 
hired girls and “baby-sitters!’”’ What an opportunity 
many parents are missing these “busy days.” Are we 
so busy here and there that our children just “grow 
up?” Is it any wonder that our juvenile courts are 
crowded? I am a grandfather now, and I realize 
something of the many mistakes I made and the 
opportunities I missed. It is a wonderful privilege 
to be a father. Make the most of it, for it pays big 
dividends, 


I’. Duty Of Servants (Slaves): Obedience And 
Whole-Hearted Service. 6:5-7: Col. 3:22-25, 


In Paul’s day most homes had slaves. In well-to- 
do homes there were many of these and a great 
many of them became Christians. In Titus Paul 
urges these slaves to “adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things.”’ A slave could make the 
teaching of Christ beautiful and attractive so that 
even the masters would be won to Christ. Here he 
is saying the same thing. They are to be obedient 
and serve with singleness of heart as servants of 


Christ. 


VI. Duty Of Masters: Do The Same. 
Forbearance. 6:9; Col. 4:1. “Just And Equal.” 


Justice; Equality; Forbearance; these should 
regulate the master’s treatment of his slaves. 


If these principles were applied today, our labor 
problems would be solved. “Continue in prayer.” 
‘The family that prays together, stays together.” 
Have a Family Altar! 





“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 


for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 2 


Which You 


\VORSHIP SERVICE: 


Hymn—“The Church’s One Foundation.” 
Invocation. 

Hymn—“‘Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 
Announcements. 

Scripture: Colossians 3:1-17. 

Prayer. 

Offering. 

Hymn—‘“I Am Thine, O Lord.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The program tonight is one that gets right down 
where young people live, and can be pretty heart- 
searching if we'll just face facts, and then be honest 
in our own hearts. Dr. Charles Spurgeon once said: 
“A person’s character is what he is in the dark.” 
We might say: “A young person’s character is what 
he or she is on a date.” Let’s get down to brass 
tacks and answer the question honestly: ‘Which 
you is dating?” Our first speaker will start the ball 
rolling. 


First Speaker: 


The first thing we should settle is this: Just what 
standard should we set as to whom we should date? 
We want to consider this question from the view- 
point of the Word of God, and not simply from the 
viewpoint of our personal feelings. If we truly be- 
long to Jesus Christ, having been purchased with 
His blood and born again of His Holy Spirit, it 
really should be a matter of serious consideration as 
regarding those with whom we should have definite 
associations, | wonder if we have the courage to 
tace reality at this point. The boy-girl associations, 
which may ultimately lead to husband-wife associa 
tions, should be on a Christian basis, and no Chris 
tian boy or girl has a right to become ‘‘attached”’ to 
someone who is not a Christian. “How can two 
walk together except they be agreed?” “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unright 
eousness? and what communion hath light with 
larkness? And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 
nfidel?”” The Bible doesn’t mince words in this 
matter. It expressly forbids fellowship and intimate 
issociations or afhliations of Christians and un 
believers. Old-fashioned ? Sure it is! But it is right! 
God’s Word hasn't changed, and God hasn't 
hanged. What was wrong in principle in Paul’s 
day is wrong in ours. A Christian boy or girl should 
be as concerned for obedience to the Lord in this as 
n any other thing commanded by our Lord. Our 
very carelessness in this has led to countless mar 
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Is Dating? 


riages where the unequal yoke has been broken, and 
hearts and homes along with it. If we begin right, 


we'll have a better chance to end right! If we begin 
wrong, we are defeated before we start. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


This may be a new idea to many of us, but it cer- 
tainly is clearly taught in God's Word, and we 
would do well to be guided by it. It won’t be easy, 
but God can give strength to obey and all things 
will come out all right if we just trust and obey. 
Well, the ball has been started to roll, so let’s keep 
it rolling with our next speaker. 

Second Speaker 
lems as to “which you is dating” 
will be automatically solved if we choose the right 


A lot of our prob 
companions, but, human nature being what it 1s, 
basically sinful and pitifully weak, we still have to 
face certain things in this matter of dating. God has 
established a perfectly normal and _ completely 
wholesome attraction between the sexes, and has 
established marriage as the realm in which all 
needful and normal fulfillment of this attraction or 
desire may be rightfully achieved. However, out- 
side the bonds of marriage, there is no right way to 
encourage, stimulate or gratify this natural longing. 
When we allow ourselves to participate in pastimes, 
such as kissing or petting, or even holding hands, 
when these inevitably tend to arouse our desires, we 
are moving out of bounds as far as Christian con- 
duct is concerned. We are to ‘abstain from every 

ind are to think on the things 
lf these physical contacts did not 
excite and stimulate our desires, we wouldn’t be 
interested! © sure, 


appearance of evil 


that are “pure.” 


you can say: “That's just your 
opinion!” or, “It doesn’t bother me!” or, “Only 
evil-minded people react that way!’ But you are 
only kidding yourself into trouble, and certainly 
are not facing facts. No Christian boy or girl who 
really desires to honor Christ will want to be care- 
less in their relationships with those of the opposite 
sex. If the you that is dating is a Christian you, you 
will want to keep yourself above reproach, doing 
what you do “in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Such standards may cramp our style, but they 
won't cramp our conscience. Most of us have been 
satisfied to just go along with the crowd, and do 
the things that everybody seems to be doing. This 
may make us popular with the crowd, but it will 
not honor Christ, nor will it please Him. We need 
to do some serious thinking about these matters, 
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and | think our closing speaker has something for 
us that will help us to think a little. 


Third Speaker: 


The ultimate goal in “dating” is marriage. Let’s 
be honest. Most of us aren't ready for such a step 
any time in the near future, but we have it in mind 
as a goal (even if we declare we never intend to 
take it), and it is with this fact in mind that I think 
we ought to consider what is involved in marriage. 
“God has ordained and sanctified marriage for the 
welfare and happiness of mankind, and for the glory 
of God.”’ God intended for people to marry, and has 
declared that in marriage, ‘they twain shall become 
one flesh.”” There is nothing more wonderful than 
a Christian home, where the Lord is honored, and 
where husband and wife live together ‘‘as heirs of 
the grace of life.” Marriage, as a lasting and beau- 
tiful plan for living, is Christian in its origin and 
character, and is designed to honor God and bless 
mankind. Many times in Scripture the marriage re- 
lationship is used to illustrate the relationship be- 
tween Christ and His Bride, the Church, and is the 
highest and most sacred relationship that is known 
upon earth. If marriage is to mean all that God in- 
tended it to mean, and courtship leads to marriage, 
then courtship should be on the same high, Chris- 
tian plane as marriage. If we are to marry Chris- 
tians, we should “date” Christians. If the marriage 
is to be blessed of God, and is holy, then all of our 
relationships in dating should be as in the presence 
of God, in all purity and goodness. “Flee also 
youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart.” 


PrRoGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


God has plainly taught us that we are to keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world, daring to be 
different for the glory of God in obedience to His 
will. May He give us the grace to maintain a Chris- 
tian standard in our dating, and in every associa- 
tion, 


Church News 


Jontinued Progress In 
Cont 1 Prog | 


Dallas. Tex. 





Sunday, June 28, 1953, marked the organization 
of another new Presbyterian Church in the City of 
Dallas, Tex. The St. Mark Church, located at 9999 
Ferguson Road, was organized with a charter mem- 
bership of 52. Rev. Joseph A. Slicker, recent grad- 
uate of Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
was called and installed as pastor. The following 
officers were elected: Elders, William B. Grant, 
Thomas N. Scallorn, and John N. Walker; Dea- 
cons, Raymond E. Brewer, John C, Gracey, Lewis 
F. Norris, and Orion K, Lotz, 
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This Church was organized by a commission of 
The Presbytery of Dallas, with Rev. Allen H. 
Craft, Pastor of the Casa Linda Presbyterian 
Church, as its chairman. Rev. Messrs. Thomas W. 
Currie, Cecil H. Lang and G. H. Slusser were 
other minister members of the commission. The 
elder members were composed of various represent- 
atives of the Presbytery’s Committee on Church 
Extension and of the Presbyterian Extension Com- 
mittee of Dallas. This makes the sixth Church to 
be organized under the sponsorship of the Presby- 
terian Extension Committee of Dallas, within the 
past five years. They also sponsored the re-location 
of the Sunset Presbyterian Church, which has 
proved to be one of its most profitable projects. 
This committee works under the approval of the 
Presbytery of Dallas and in close co-operation with 
the Sub-committee on Home Missions of Presby- 
tery’s Committee on Church Extension. The plan 
ordinarily followed is for the Dallas Extension 
Committee to purchase property and Presbytery’s 
Home Mission Committee to secure the minister 
and take care of all matters relating to personnel. 


This Church is being developed a bit differently 
from others in recent years in that the Presbyterian 
Extension Committee of Dallas is making possible 
the erection of the first unit of their church building 
immediately. Following the organization and _ in- 
stallation service on Sunday afternoon ground was 
broken for the first unit for the building, which is 
being constructed at a contract price of $25,100.00. 
Mr. Dan. C. Williams, elder in the Highland Park 
Church, is President of the Presbyterian Extension 
Committee of Dallas, and Mr. R. J. Bullard, an 
elder in the Northridge Church, is Chairman of 
Presbytery’s Committee on Church Extension, 

Cecil H. Lang, Stated Clerk. 





The General Fund And 
Interchurch Agencies 


Comparative Statement Of Receipts 
April 1, 1953 - June 30, 1953 


The General Fund 
$51,539.98 


52,414.24 


Increase $ 874.26 


Avril 1, 1952 - June : 
April 1, 1953 - June 3 


Interchurch Agencies 


April 1, 1952 - June 30, 1952 
April 1, 1953 - June 30, 1953 


~ 
Increase 
E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


World Missions Receipts 
April 1, 1952, to July 1, 195: 
19 


$266,686.35 
April 1, 1953, to July 1, 1953 302,947.45 


Gain $ 36,261.10 
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Southwest Georgia 


Presbytery 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery held its Summer 
\leeting in the Donalsonville Church on June 30. 


A commission reported that Joseph Scruggs, a 
ecent graduate of Columbia Seminary, had been 
irdained and installed as pastor of the Elmodel and 
Pelham Churches. E. E. Gilmore, of Columbus, a 
andidate for the ministry who recently graduated 
from Columbia Seminary, was dismissed to Athens 
Presbytery to become pastor of the Church at 
Comer, Ga. The pastoral relations between the 
Rev. O. G. Mann and the Dawson Church were 
dissolved, effective June |. Permission was given 
the Boston Church to call the Rev. William Me- 
Kay for full time. Dillon Church, formerly served 
by Mr. McKay, and Dawes Chapel have secured 
J. L. Moss, a student in Columbia Seminary, to 
serve them during the summer. Dent McAlister, of 
the Cuthbert Church, and Robert Anderson, of the 
Valdosta Church, were received under the care of 
the Presbytery as candidates for the ministry. 


Ruling Elder C. Walter Mullin, of Edgewood 
Church, Columbus, was Moderator of the meeting, 
and the Rev. Frank McElroy, of Quitman, was 
Recording Clerk. The Rev. T. J. White, of Cuth- 
bert, is in nomination as Moderator of the next 
meeting which will be held in Thomasville on Sep- 
tember 8, 


The Rev. T. B. McPheeters, pastor of the Don- 


alsonville Church, and his congregation, were ex- 
cellent hosts to the Presbytery. 





Furlough Home 


A home for Presbyterian missionaries on fur- 
lough is to be opened in Louisville, Ky., in Sep- 
tember. The Board of Directors of Presbyterian 
Furlough Home in the Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary area has announced the purchase of a 
beautiful old home, already converted to five apart- 
ments, located at 225 Kennedy Court in the Cres- 
cent Hill section of Louisville. The apartments 
vary in size so as to accommodate the large or the 
small family. They will be completely equipped 
with furniture, linens, silverware, china and kitchen 
utensils and made available to missionaries on fur- 
lough without rent. 


The location is ideal. It is beautifully landscaped 
with trees and shrubs. It is near the Crescent Hill 
Presbyterian Church and the Barrett Junior High 
School. The building is of white brick and is in ex- 
ellent condition. both outside and inside. 


The Board of Directors of Presbyterian Furlough 
Home is made up of appointees from both the U. S. 
ind the U.S.A. Presbyterian Churches and both 
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Churches share in its purchase and maintenance. 
Over $10,000.00 has been received in many small 
gifts from a number of Synods and the Board is to 
receive one-fourth of the Birthday Gift of the 
Women of the Church. 


The building will be occupied by missionaries of 
both Churches. It is hoped that at least two mis- 
sionary families will be in the Home by September 
| and that two others will come in January. 


The Maintenance Committee of the Board will 
arrange for the furnishing and equipment of the 
apartments. They will welcome help from any of 
the Churches of the supporting Synods, which are 
so far, Kentucky U.S. and U.S.A., Indiana U.S.A., 
‘Tennessee and Missouri U. S. 


These missionaries living in our midst will prove 
a great blessing to the Churches and to the Semi- 
nary students, Mrs. George Chescheir is the Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors and Mrs. Tate Bird 
is the Chairman of the Maintenance Committee. 
Mail addressed to them in care of Furlough Home, 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 109 East Broad- 
way, Louisville 2, Ky., will be delivered to them. 


Ven Of Mississippi 


Michael L. Carr, J r., of Brookhaven, Miss., was 
elected President of the Men of the Church of the 
Synod of Mississippi at its annual meeting at Bel- 
haven College in June. 


The newly elected President is a prominent 
Brookhaven attorney, and has served as Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Synod’s Men’s Organization. He 
is an elder and teacher of the Men’s Bible Class of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Brookhaven and 
active in local civic, legal and veterans’ organiza- 
tions, 


Mr. Carr is also a member of the General As- 
sembly’s Men’s Council and brought to the Bel- 
haven meeting a report of the recent meeting of the 
Men's Council where plans were formulated for an 
Assembly-wide Men's Conference to be held in 
New Orleans, La., in 1954. Over 10,000 men from 
every Southern State are expected to attend this 
three-day convention which will be the greatest as- 
semblage of Presbyterian men in the history of the 


Church. 


Other officers elected to Synod posts are: F.C. 
Craig, of Batesville, Vice-President: T. H. Suttle. 
of Jackson, Secretary; and Evon Cooper, of Car- 
thage, ‘Treasurer. 





LITTLE JETTS YOUTH TALKS 
Wade C. Smith 
Price $2.00 — Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville North Carolina 
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Women’s Work 


Bible Teaching To 
Her Own Race 


By Dr. Harold J. Dudley 


General Secretary And Stated Clerk Of 
Presbyterian Synod Of North Carolina 








(This is one of a series of articles on the Negro 
work, sponsored by the Presbyterian Synod of 
North Carolina through its Presbyteries and local 
churches.) 


Teaching the Bible to thousands of Negro boys 
and girls in half a dozen Southeastern North Caro- 
lina counties is the enviable vocation of Miss Julia 
Reid, young Negro Presbyterian, graduate of John- 
son C. Smith University, Charlotte. Miss Reid 
holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree 
in Religious Education from the U.S.A. Presby- 
terian institution, headed by Dr. Hardy Liston. 


The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adolphus Reid 
of Mecklenburg County, the former a semi-invalid, 
Miss Reid finished the Plato Price High School in 
Mecklenburg County before matriculating at John- 
son C. Smith University. In a recent interview she 
declared, “I consider my having the opportunity to 
teach the Bible to young and old a great privilege, 
for | know that the true welfare of man depends 
upon the fulfillment of the will of God. My objec- 
tive is to win people to Christ, and it makes me 
very happy to know that I have been successful in 
accomplishing my aim.” 


Miss Reid’s education was made possible by 
Southern Presbyterians in Charlotte, including the 
distinguished former Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., W. E. 
Price. The young woman, who graduated from col- 
lege in 1947, was discovered in the Sunday School 
of the Amay James Presbyterian Church (named 
for the late Negro Sunday School teacher, a mem- 
ber of the Seventh Street Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, who established the Sunday School). 
Julia joined the Sunday School as a child, ten years 
of age. She is one of five children and has three 
sisters and one brother, the latter now serving in 
the United States Air Corps. Two sisters are mat 
ried and the other is a teacher. 


Miss Reid’s practice of teaching in the public 
schools is to remain in one school for one month 
where she teaches daily as many as seven different 
classes of 30 minutes each. During the summer 
months she conducts from eight to ten Vacation 
Bible Schools, reaching more than 800 children. She 
«aakes her home in the Negro State Teacher’s Col- 
liege community in Fayetteville where she conducts 
2 Sunday School and has the full cooperation and 
support of the President of the institution, Dr. 
J. W. Seabrook, who himself is the son of a Negro 
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Presbyterian minister. She is reputed to have an 
exceptionally fine voice, once having been given an 
audition by the distinguished head of the Westmin- 
ster Choir School, Dr. John Finley Williamson, and 
is in frequent demand, not only among Negro 
churches but also white. Recently she inaugurated 
a radio program appearing over a Fayetteville sta- 
tion each Sunday afternoon with the members of 
the college community Sunday School sharing on 
the program. Her responsibilities are so large and 
varied that often it is necessary to teach courses at 
night in order to meet engagements. 


Though she is a charter member of the Amay 
James Church in Charlotte and maintains her mem- 
bership there, while in Fayetteville it is her prac- 
tice to regularly attend the Haymont Presbyterian 
Church of which Dr. E. J. Gregg is pastor. 


Miss Reid though now employed by Fayetteville 
Presbytery of the Synod of North Carolina, was 
originally sponsored by the Women of Fayetteville 
Presbytery, primarily under the inspiration and 
guidance of Mrs. W. E. Whiddon of the Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, who is thought 
to have initiated the program; Mrs. E. T. Me- 
Keithan of Aberdeen; and Mrs. Julian Hutaff of 
the Highland Church, Fayetteville. 


Summarizing her estimate of the investment she 
has made of her life in the Presbyterian Mission 
program among Negroes in Southeastern North 
Carolina, Miss Reid states, “Teaching Bible in the 
public schools has been one of my most enjoyable 
experiences because I have been able to reach so 
many boys and girls. Many of the students whom | 
have taught in the public schools did not attend 
Sunday School, but because of the Bible teaching 
they became anxious to attend and to learn more 
about God. 


“As a result of the work some students have 
become interested in becoming religious workers. 
The Women-of-the-Church of Fayetteville Presby 
tery have established a scholarship fund to help 
young women get a college education with a major 
in Religious Education. Miss Betsy Stevens of Max- 
ton, North Carolina, has been benefited by this 
scholarship. She will graduate from Johnson C., 
Smith University in the spring of 1953.” 


BOOKS 


“The Biblical Doctrine 
Of Infant Baptism” 


Marcel, Pierre Ch. James Clark & Company, 
London. 256 pages. 15 shillings. 


This is a translation of the notable work of 
Pastor Marcel which appeared first in La Revue 
Reformee, October 1950. We have used this work 
in condensed student translation at Columbia Theo 
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gical Seminary for several years and regard it as 
e best treatment made on the subject. It is a dis- 
ict pleasure then, to commend the full translation 
this scholarly work, 


Dr. Marcel bases infant baptism on a discussion 

the Bible as a whole, in distinction from those 
who discuss the matter from the viewpoint of the 
New Testament alone. We baptize infants as we 
baptize adults solely on the ground of the covenant 
or promise of God. The Christian Church is iden- 
tical with that of Israel. “There is but one olive 
tree and it lives on.” “Christ was the minister of 
the circumcision for the sake of the truth of God, 
n order to confirm the promises made to our 
fathers.” So close are the sacraments of the Old 
and the New Testaments that their names are used 
nterchangeably. | Cor. X.1-4; V.7; Col. 11.11. 


The sacraments are not only signs, they are seals 
which God has given to strengthen us in the faith. 
The Word and the sacraments both present 
Christ, Who is the substance of the covenant. The 
covenant is imposed by God and precedes faith. 
Strictly speaking then, faith is not a condition of 
the covenant—Christ meets the conditions—but a 
condition for abiding in the covenant. Children of 
believers enter by birth into the covenant, con- 
sidered as a legal relationship, but this does not 
mean each enters it as a communion of life. Not all 
of the children of the covenant are of the elect and 
childhood in the covenant is not a guarantee of sub- 
sequent faith, but a divine indication of its prob- 
ability. Page 111. 


Marcel agrees with Barth in stressing the free 
character of the grace of God and in insisting that 
God is always identical with Himself, as against 
liberal” ideas of progressive revelation ( Page 79) ; 
but in general he agrees with Cullmann against 
Barth on the matter of infant baptism. While 
afirming that “Christ is the central content of both 
Word and Sacrament,’ Marcel opposes a method 
which is simply and only Christo-centric in the in- 
terest of one that is also theological and trinitarian. 
“The work of the Son, if it is to be intelligible to 
the mind, grasped by the heart, accepted by the 
will—and consequently of the sacraments which 
ire the signs and seals of it—must be related to the 
will and to the decrees of the Father. Christ took 
are to say and preach this.” 


In distinction from naturalistic views derived 
trom some forms of religious education, Marcel 
nsists that, while children born in the covenant 
ire heirs of the promise: “These children do not 
inherit salvation and eternal life. Salvation is not 
hereditary! They inherit only the promises. It be- 
hooves them thereafter to receive the content of the 
promise by faith and repentance, and thus by re- 
generation and conversion, and to live a life conse- 
crated to the Lord. Then, and only then, will they 
be heirs of the things promised.” Page 108. The 
necessity for the conversion, regeneration, effectual 


JULY 22.1953 


calling or repentance of the child of Christian pa- 
rents is repeatedly and emphatically insisted upon 
throughout the book, e.g., Pages 72, 87, 104, 106-6, 
113-4, 237, 131, 134. 


This accords with the experience of John Calvin 
whom God suddenly converted when he was about 
23, of that of Thomas Halyburton, and of that of 
Abraham Kuyper. It also accords with the difference 
Calvin makes between circumcision as applied to 
Abraham and as applied to Isaac in his commentary 
on Rom, 4:11, with his speaking of infants being 
baptized into future repentance and faith, Institutes 
1V.xvi.20, as well as with his definition of repent- 
ance and conversion. It accords with the first ques- 
tion in our Book of Church Order, thus: “Do you 
acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing 
blood of Jesus Christ and of the renewing grace of 
the Holy Spirit?” 


As Marcel well says: “If the Church is to ad- 
minister baptism faithfully, her preaching must be 
faithful. She must preach the covenant of grace, 
salvation by the outpoured blood of Christ, the ne- 
cessity of the new birth, regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit.” Page 237. The Pastor ought “to apply him- 
self to the search for the rebellious and unregenerate 
children of the covenant, to proclaim to them their 
responsibility, to reprove them and make them 
aware of their voluntary and deliberate revolt, 
while at the same time presenting to them anew the 
promises and demands of the covenant.” Page 134. 


—W.C.R. 





An Exegetical Commentary 
On The Gospel Of Matthew” 


By Alfred Plummer. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $5.00. 


For nearly fifty years this has been a standard 
commentary to the study of the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew. By common consent it still stands 
supreme. For historical material in a reasonable and 
balanced exegesis of the more important problems 
raised by Matthew, Plummer’s Commentary will 
always be one of the prime works to be consulted 
by every serious student of the Gospels. 


Since the terminology of this volume is some- 
what technical, its appeal will be largely limited to 
ministers of the Gospel. Every minister, however, 
should have this work on his shelf as it is one of 
the finest exegetical treatments of the first Gospel 
in existence, 


“The Gospels Translated 
Into Modern English” 

By J. B. Phillips. $2.75 postpaid. 

The author of “Letters to Young Churches” has 
produced in this, his latest book, an illuminating 


translation of the Four Gospels. It has the prac- 
tical helpfulness of plain, homey language. 
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“A Ten- Year Headache’’ 


The size of a Church has never been the yard-stick of its use- 
fulness. 


Organic union of Churches is not necessary for a “united wit- 
ness.” Those anxious for such an outward impact on the nation 
have their wishes fully met in the activities of the National 
Council. 


Separate Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches do 
not constitute a “divided hcusehold,” any more than the “First 
Presbyterian Church,” and the “Second Presbyterian Church,” 
of any given city can be considered divisive. 


Co-operation, where indicated, is already being fully carried 
on and will continue. 


But, organic union will centralize authority, increase church 
machinery and decrease efficiency at the level where much of 
our work is being done. 


There is not one valid reason for voting our Church out of 
existence. 


Have you read “The Reason Why”? Write for free copy. 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 


CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N. C. 
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